
Learning plans help ensure students receive the
instruction, adjustments and support they need to
participate and learn at school. They provide a shared
roadmap for families, educators and students.
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A learning plan (LP) outlines:

What is a
learning

plan?

Student strengths and
interests
Areas of challenge
Learning goals
Adjustments and supports
How progress will be
monitored.

Who is involved?

LP are developed collaboratively and
may include:

Parents and carers
The student (where appropriate)
Teachers and specialist staff
School leaders.

Everyone contributes valuable
information about the student's
strengths, needs and goals. 

LPs are particularly
important for

students who require
additional support to

access learning.

A good LP helps:

Cleary identify supports and
adjustments.
Maintain consistency across settings.
Monitor progress over time.
Strengthen communication between
home and school.
Guide future support decisions.

LPs can also provide evidence for funding
and assessment adjustment applications.

Why are LPs important?
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What should a LP include?

Student strengths
LPs should recognise a student’s 
strengths, interests and abilities, 
not just their challenges. 

Learning goals
Goals should focus on priority learning
needs and be reviewed regularly.

Adjustments and supports
These may include:

Small-group or individual instruction
Assistive technology and audiobooks
Additional time for tasks
Reduced copying from the board
Alternative ways to demonstrate learning
Teacher or teacher assistant support.

Adjustments should support access without 
lowering expectations. 

Did you know?
A formal assessment,
diagnosis or individual
funding is not required

before a LP can be
developed. Support
should be based on

student needs.

Setting effective goals

Specific  
What exactly is the student
working towards? Focus on one
skill at a time. 

Measureable 
How will progress be monitored
and demonstrated? Use data
wherever possible. 

Achievable
Is the goal realistic within the
review period? 

Relevant 
Does the goal address the
student's most important needs? 

Time-bound
When will progress be reviewed? 

The best LP goals are SMART:
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Scan the QR code
to download the
Square Pegs Parent Guide

LPs are working documents that should 
evolve as student needs change.

August 2026

What families need to know

Parents and carers provide valuable
insight into what helps their child
learn and participate successfully.

Your voice matters 

Keep records of:

Keep records

Learning plans
Reports and assessments
Meeting notes
Important correspondence.

Good records support productive conversations
with the school.

Where appropriate, students should contribute to discussions about their
learning and support needs to build self-awareness and self-advocacy.

Include the student

What educators need to know
Effective LPs should:

Be developed collaboratively
Include measurable goals
Clearly document supports and adjustments
Reflect current needs and progress
Be reviewed regularly. REMEMBER

The goal of a learning plan is
to help every student access
learning, experience success

and reach their full
potential. Strong home and
school partnerships are key

to effective support.
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